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 ..Hawk* reporter best friend, Wolfie (nee Gabrielle Stewart). As their final hours pass, the two women bond over their marriages, their careers, and the hurricane in general. Daisy is clearly dying, and Wolfie knows that the long-suffering Daisy has had enough of the world and everything in it. But who is she dying for? Sue Ann Jaffe's novel offers the rare opportunity to read the entire diatribe of the
terminal's "Last Words" from the point of view of a woman who has lived to a ripe old age. She writes vividly and intelligently about her personal experiences as a survivor of both World War II and Hurricane Katrina. **But why read it?** Despite the wide appeal of this book, one would have to be living under a rock to overlook its title. It is one of the biggest titles in the history of best-sellerdom and

that alone should set off bells and whistles in every reader's mind. It is not that it is unreadable or dull, or that it isn't well-written, but it is an acquired taste. If you are a reader of history or science fiction or are familiar with the TV show The Wire, you will have a leg up on this book. This is a study in the kind of cultural and racial divide that now so plagued the city of New Orleans that thousands of
people did not know where they were after Hurricane Katrina hit. The book is an easy read, but that is precisely what makes it difficult to pick up; you know you will enjoy it but you also know you won't like it. I also found that I was emotionally attached to the characters and found it difficult to let them go. Even when Daisy dies, I felt a sense of loss, as if someone I had cared for and looked up to

was dying, and I could only shake my head and put it aside. What I liked about the novel, and what makes it worthwhile, is that it is a seamless whole. Ms. Jaffe manages to fill her pages with great characters and keep the story moving along. Ms. Jaffe is a bestselling author and she knows how to write. Her descriptive prose is splendid. The author's use of humor is engaging and I found myself laughing
out loud many times. As I read the last words of Daisy and Wolfie's friendship, I was reminded of the friendship I have had with a dear friend 82157476af
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